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their qamaishdars (revenue-collectors) to collect the Chauth and
to exact tolls from the merchants and travellers who desired
security from plunder., and from every driver of a cart and bul-
lock passing through the territory. These qamaishdars received
military support from the Maratha subedars who had estab-
lished a sort of parallel government in the Deccan, dividing
the Mughal territory among themselves. If there happened
to be any difficulty in obtaining their blackmail, they openly
defied the Imperial authority. The first thing that Nizamu'l-
Mulk did was to consolidate his position in Aurangabad and
to suppress the authority of the local Maratha collectors.
He repudiated the obligations created by the agreement
entered into by Zulfiqar Khan and Raja Sahu, alleging
its observance to be impossible and inconsistent with the
authority vested in the Viceroy of the Deccan.1
Nizarnu'1-Mulk took advantage of the dissensions pre-
vailing between the Kolhapur party, which owed allegiance
to Tara Bai, and that of Sahu. Several Maratha Chiefs had
declared the latter to be a pretender and refused to recognize
him as Sambhaji's legitimate son. After the death of Dhanaji
Jadav, whose adherence to the cause of Sahu had much
strengthened the latter's position, his son Chandrasen Jadav
was made Senapati (Commander-in-Chief) of Sahu's forces.
Being jealous of the esteem and confidence gained by Balaji
Vishvanath, originally a petty official under his father,
Chandrasen Jadav considered him an obstacle in the way
of his ambition. Sahu directed him to proceed at the head
of a huge army towards Malegaon in order to raise Chauth
and Sardeshmukhi. After his departure Sahu despatched Balaji
Vishvanath to supervise the collection of revenue from that
part of the country, and to watch the movements of Chandrasen
Jadav who was suspected of intriguing with Tara Bal. The
latter did not relish this. He found a pretext for quarrelling
with Balaji on account of a dispute that arose between one
of the officers of Balaji and a Brahmin clerk of Chandrasen
Jadav. As Balaji refused to surrender the officer to the
Subah of Arcot. The Sarkars of Vellore, Jinji, Tanjore and Trichinopoly were
included in the Carnatic Haiderabad Painghat.  (Wilk's Historical Sketches of
Southern India, vol. I, pp. 134-36.)
1 Khafi Khan, op. cit., p. 743

